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2019-2020 Midwifery
Graduates
Jillian Denneny
Bethany Loehrke
Alysa Merritt
Capri Parker
Molly Scott
Brittany Walker
Though your destination is not yet clear
You can trust the promise of this opening;
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning
That is at one with your life’s desire
-Excerpt from “For a New Beginning” by John
O’Donahue

Congratulations, Midwifery Graduates!
This issue of our newsletter typically comes after our June
commencement ceremony where we honor our recent
graduates. This year we were on track to recognize six
Midwifery Program grads. Completing the midwifery program
is an enormous accomplishment and rite of passage, requiring
great perseverance, sacrifice, and deep love for the work. We
feel such sadness that we were not able to celebrate these
new midwives in person this year due to local social
distancing requirements, and hope we will be able to honor
our graduates with a rescheduled ceremony in the near future.

Info@ is our new, virtual Front Office
Birthingway’s office and library are not accessible in-person
at this time due to COVID-19; however, you can always
submit questions and paperwork to info@birthingway.edu or
call us at 503-360-3131.
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Calendar

July 3

Independence Day Closure

July 5

Final Day of Spring 2020 Term

July 6

First Day of Summer 2020 Term
Doula Students: Summer 2020 Term Registration Ends
Midwifery Students: Final day to submit Course Add Forms and
Research Project Registrations

July 13

Summer 2020 Enrollment Confirmation Deadline
Midwifery & Doula Students: Final day to submit late term registrations
Midwifery Students: Final day to register for credits using financial aid

August 24

Midwifery & Doula Students: Fall Term Registration Begins

August 31

Midwifery Students: Fall Term Registration Ends

September 7

Labor Day Closure

September 13

Final Day of Summer 2020 Term

September 14

First Day of Fall 2020 Term
Doula Students: Fall Term Registration Ends

September 21

Fall 2020 Enrollment Confirmation Deadline

Our Building is for Sale
Birthingway began operating out of the big
house on Foster Road in 1999. For twenty
years, it served as a container for much
learning, warmth, and growth.
We made the difficult decision to move out
of this building and put it up for sale at the
end of 2019. We have operated with a
decentralized administrative structure since
the beginning of this year, a choice that has
helped us to be more nimble as we
navigate the current environment while
continuing to serve our students. It also left
us well prepared to adjust to social
distancing requirements during the COVID19 pandemic.
If you know of anyone who might be
interested in this property, please direct
them to our listing.
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Birthingway and COVID-19
This is a time of unprecedented uncertainty and disruption,
with significant repercussions for our daily lives as well as
livelihoods. Birthingway, although small and winding down
our programs, is committed to continuing to serve our
community through this crisis. The College is well positioned
for the current “shelter at home” environment. Beginning
January 1, 2020, the College implemented a decentralized
administrative structure, with our staff working from home
and minimal in-person meetings. This will continue
indefinitely.
We hold staff and student meetings via phone or online
platforms, and we facilitate virtual support groups for
enrolled doula and midwifery students on a regular basis.
This is an opportunity to check in with our students, answer
questions in real time, and to share strategies for coping and
thriving. For midwifery students who are planning to
graduate soon, we have developed new processes for
facilitating LD&D testing and Oral Examinations virtually.
Birthingway was recently granted Emergency Financial Aid
Grants through the HEERF CARES Act, which we were able
to distribute to 100% of our current midwifery students.
Birthingway has also posted lots of information on our
COVID-19 Update page:
birthingway.edu/coronavirus-update
Wishing everyone health, safety, and security.
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