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Greet – and Eat – 2018!

On November 16, Birthingway staff, current and past
students, teachers, and Board members gathered at
the historic Kennedy School to participate in get-to-
know-you games, share potluck dishes, and catch up
before the hectic holiday season. Lively conversation,
laughter, and a warm sense of community permeated
the atmosphere in the sunny afternoon! 

Below: Community members enjoying Greet and Eat 

Front Office Hours
April 8 – July 1

Mon: 8:30am – 12:30pm

Tues-Thurs: 8:30am-
5:30pm

(closed for lunch 12-12:30)

Friday: Closed

Library Hours
April 8 – July 1

Mon: Closed

Tues-Thurs: 8:30 am-5:30
pm

Friday: Closed

https://www.facebook.com/birthingwaycollege
https://www.instagram.com/birthingwaycollege/
https://twitter.com/Birthingway
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3/4         Spring 2019 Registration Begins – Enrolled Students
3/11   Spring 2019 Registration Begins – Community Students
3/18 Spring 2019 Term Registration Deadline 
3/24 Winter 2019 Term Ends
3/25-4/7 Spring Break
4/8 Spring Orientation and Core Completion Ritual 
4/15 Spring 2019 Term Enrollment Confirmation Deadline 
4/18 Spring 2019 Labor Doula Workshop Begins
5/3 Legend Drugs and Devices (LD&D) Renewal Workshop 
5/27 Memorial Day Closure
6/3 Summer 2019 Term Registration Begins – Enrolled Students
6/10 Summer 2019 Term Registration Begins – Community Students
6/17 Summer 2019 Term Registration Deadline 
6/30 Spring 2019 Term Ends
7/1 Summer 2019 Term Begins

https://birthingway.edu/so-you-want-to-be-a-doula
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Staff, students, and a cute little one enjoy a community-building afternoon!

 

Birthingway Greet and Eat!



4

https://wp.me/P8AJk6-26a
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Labor doulas are taught to apply a variety of natural pain relief systems. Here, our
Winter 2019 Labor Doula Workshop students practice labor massage techniques.
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Welcome, New Board Members!

Kelly Overly (right)
I have been working in the Portland area as a birth
and postpartum doula since August of 2016 and in
that time I have supported close to 100 families. I
also served on the Executive Committee as the
Administrative Director for PDX Doulas from the
summer of 2017 until December of 2018, at which
time I moved onto their Board of Directors and
currently serve as their Board President. I serve as a
mentor doula for PDX Doulas as well as with
Mothertree Birth Services in an effort to help train
the next generation of doulas. In the fall of 2018 I
was elected Vice President of the Oregon Doula
Association. In the years prior to my work in birth, I
worked as a Sales and Marketing Director as well as
a winemaker. I managed budgets, production
schedules, wine clubs, national sales accounts and
upwards of 25 interns every year. I believe that
Birthingway is invaluable to the birth worker
community in the Pacific Northwest and to the
families they support, which is what drew me to
serve on their Board.

Kyla Patterson-Carstensen

Hello Birthingway community! In addition to my work in midwifery, I am a mom, a
partner, and own a botanicals company in Hillsboro, OR. I love my work, and I am
excited to include more time at Birthingway. As a previous student, and a current
member of the midwifery community, I have a window into the life of a midwifery
student, the academic quality that Birthingway strives to meet, and understand the
care that goes into each student. I highly value Birthingway for these reasons, and I
am honored to be a member of the school again in this capacity. I hope that I can
use my time and my skills to be as helpful as possible to the Board and the student
body. 
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https://wp.me/P8AJk6-263
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https://wp.me/P8AJk6-26l
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OMC Lobby Day!
By Heather Hack-Sullivan, CPM, LDM

As noted above under “OMC Updates,” the Oregon Midwifery Council is introducing a bill
to the Oregon Legislature that is focused on increasing access to midwifery care. House

Bill 2845 would require insurers to provide coverage for all three types of licensed
midwives in Oregon (NDs, CPMs, and CNMs) in all three birth locations (hospital, home, or
birth center). Currently half of Oregon insurers (both private and OHP) provide limited or

no coverage for birth center or home midwifery care. 

On Wednesday, February 13th, Oregon Midwifery Council held a Lobby Day to talk to our
representatives about HB 2845. Midwives, midwifery students, apprentice midwives, and

consumers/supporters of midwifery care (and some super cute babies and kiddos)
participated in these meetings. There were about 90 participants and we had meetings

with 76 legislators! This will have a huge impact for House Bill 2845 and awareness in the
state legislature of midwifery and the needs of pregnant and birthing families.  

Of the 15 people who were the most involved in making this day happen, 11 were either
Birthingway alumni, faculty, or current students--and there were many more Birthingway
students and alum who participated by coming to the lobby day and meeting with the

representatives.  We are so proud that members of our community are working as
individuals to make these important changes!

Below: Community members meeting with Representative Alissa Keny-Guyer (supporter of
midwives and HB 2845 – third from right) 
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https://wp.me/P8AJk6-IS



