
 
  
 

2017 Application for the
Lactation Consultation Program

Must be postmarked no later than December 15, 2016

Legal First Name Middle Initial Legal Last Name

Previous Name(s) Date of Birth Preferred Name

Contact Information (Please Print):
Address

City State Zip

Email Phone

Emergency Contact (name and phone number) Other phone (work/cell)

Demographic Information (Please Print):
Is English your first language?

Yes          No    
Other languages spoken fluently:

Are you Hispanic/Latino?
Yes          No    

Are you a Nonresident Alien of the United States?
Yes          No    

Have you applied to Birthingway before?
Yes          No    

If so, when? _______________________________________

Have you applied, or are planning to apply, or are currently 
enrolled in another Birthingway program?         Yes         No
Which/when? _____________________________________

Per Federal Requirements, please indicate your Race by selecting one or more of the following:
American Indian or Alaskan Native         Asian          Black or African American        Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander       White        Other: __________________________

All of the information provided in this application is true and accurate at the time of submission to the best of my knowledge. I 
understand that furnishing false information may be grounds for my dismissal from Birthingway College of Midwifery. I have 
read and understand the process for application and the Technical Standards for Student Lactation Consultants. 

___________________________________________________________ ____________________________________
Applicant's Signature Date

Office Use Only: Date/Time/Initials

Routing: ______ FIN   ______ LPC
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503-760-3131



Application Checklist
For admission to the cohort beginning in Spring 2017, applicants must provide the following to the College, postmarked no 
later than November 1, 2016. Check the boxes of items included with your application. Please read the full application 
instructions for details of requirements and send ALL documents marked “Attention: Lactation Program Coordinator”

⃣ This completed application form. Your signature must appear above.
⃣ Responses to the application questions on additional paper.
⃣ Two letters of reference addressing your suitability for lactation consultant training. These letters should be sent 

directly from the writer to Birthingway College of Midwifery and be postmarked no later than November 1, 2016. Fax
(503.760.3332) or email (lpc@birthingway.edu) is acceptable, provided signed hard copies follow.

⃣ A copy of your high school transcript, GED, or other equivalency certificate (no high school diplomas, please).
⃣ An official college transcript from each college ever attended.
⃣ An official transcript documenting successful completion of a college level expository writing course with a grade of 

3.0 (B) or above. The writing course must be successfully completed, and Birthingway must have an official transcript
by December 31. Writing may be taken at any accredited institution.
Date of actual or expected completion : ______________________ Take at: _________________________________

⃣ A non-refundable application fee of $75 (check or money order payable to Birthingway College of Midwifery).

Personal and/or Professional References
Please provide the names and contact information from two people, not related to you, whom you have asked to send 
reference letters on your behalf to Birthingway College of Midwifery.

Name Phone Relationship

Address

Email Address

Name Phone Relationship

Address

Email Address

Statement of Non-Discrimination

Birthingway College of Midwifery strives to foster an environment of diversity and acceptance. Birthingway does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, gender identity, race, color, marital status, ethnic origin, religion, age, sexual orientation, 
disability, or socioeconomic status in employment decisions, admissions, or other college activities. While we are all products 
of a sexist and racist society, every individual associated with the College should make an effort to eliminate prejudice and 
bigotry in our dealings with each other and the world. Discrimination and hatred will not be tolerated at Birthingway.  
Questions regarding this policy can be addressed to our Title IX Coordinator at Birthingway College of Midwifery, 12113 SE 
Foster Rd., 503.760.3131, or by contacting the Office of Civil Rights at 400 Maryland, SW, Washington D.C. 20202-1100, 800-
421-3481.

Updated 04/2016 Page 2 of 4

mailto:lpc@birthingway.edu


Technical Standards for Student Lactation Consultants

A Lactation Consultation certificate/degree from Birthingway signifies that the holder is prepared to meet the Clinical 
Competencies set forth by the International Board of Lactation Consultant Examiners (IBLCE). Candidates for graduation must 
have the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and judgment to function in a broad variety of clinical situations and to render a wide 
spectrum of client care. Therefore, the following abilities and expectations must be met, and maintained with or without 
reasonable accommodations, from matriculation through graduation, by all lactation consultation students. Failure to 
maintain Technical Standards may result in dismissal from the program. Students or applicants who have questions regarding 
these standards are encouraged to contact the Lactation Program Coordinator.

• You must be able to observe demonstrations and experiments in the basic sciences.
• You must have sufficient use of the sensory, visual, hearing, and motor systems, and the somatic
• sensation necessary to manipulate the required equipment, instruments, or tools, and to perform a
• physical examination.
• You must have the capacity to be able to perform clinical care activities, such as palpation of the
• breast and newborn palate assessment. A complete list of required skills can be found in our Lactation
• Program Clinical Competencies Checklist.
• You must be able to follow universal precautions against contamination and cross contamination.
• You must be able to work in a safe manner.
• You must be able to communicate in English with accuracy, clarity, efficiency, and sensitivity both
• verbally and in writing.
• You must have the skills to analyze and synthesize information, solve problems, and reach diagnostic
• and therapeutic judgments.
• You must be able to acknowledge evaluation and respond appropriately.
• You must possess the interpersonal skills to develop rapport and to maintain effective, mature and
• sensitive relationships with clients, other care providers, colleagues, staff, and faculty.
• You must demonstrate the emotional stability, perseverance, diligence, and consistency necessary to
• complete the midwifery school curriculum and to function in the lactation consultation profession. Therefore, you 

must be able to tolerate physically taxing workloads; to function effectively under stress; to adapt to changing 
environments; to display flexibility; and to function in the face of uncertainties inherent in the clinical problems and 
needs of many clients

Please initial to indicate that you have read, understand, and can demonstrate the above Standards: _____________________

Process for Application to the Lactation Program

• Mail completed application packet to the college postmarked NO LATER than November 1, 2016.    
• Confirm that the college has received all of your official transcripts and that letters of references have been sent to 

the college. Applicants are encouraged to call the college to confirm that we have received all expected application 
items.

• The Lactation Program Coordinator will contact you to set up an interview. 

Birthingway's Admissions Committee will interview applicants, then review all applications. Admissions decisions will be made
in late January, and letters of invitation, wait list, or decline will be sent out to all applicants shortly thereafter. 

Applicants invited to join the program will receive an acceptance letter detailing deadlines by which you must enroll. If you 
choose not to enroll by the deadline, another applicant from the wait list may be offered your place in the cohort.

The academic year for this application cycle begins April 10, 2017.
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Questions for Lactation Consultant Program Application 

Using additional paper (including your name on each sheet), please answer the following questions. Feel free to use
portions of this personal statement portion of your application to let us know what your questions are about the 
program as well. Our admissions process is designed to assist all parties, including you, to make the best possible 
decisions about your educational future at Birthingway College of Midwifery.

1. Describe all education, employment, volunteering, homemaking, travel, and unemployed periods since high school.  
Include for each: the dates, location, type of experience, and reason for discontinuing.

2. As both a student and in practice as a lactation consultant, you will interact with people of different races, ethnicity, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, religious practices, sexual orientations, and abilities. Please describe your experiences 
working in a diverse environment. 

3. Conflict is a normal part of human interactions.  Describe an experience when you have dealt with an interpersonal 
conflict.

4. Tell us about your personal experience with breastfeeding and breastfeeding support?

5. Why do you want to become a lactation consultant?

6. Why are you applying to Birthingway?  How do you expect Birthingway to help you meet your educational goals?  
Describe the ways you have familiarized yourself with Birthingway and the biodynamic model of care and education.

7. What are your goals after completing lactation consultant training?  How do you see yourself meeting these goals?

8. Coursework at Birthingway is rigorous.  For example, for each credit hour you take, expect to study approximately 20 
hours outside of class.  What challenges do you see in attending class, completing assignments, and working clinical 
hours? What are some of your strategies for managing this type of academic/clinical work load?

9. Describe the ways that you have been exploring breastfeeding and childbearing, such as books you have read, 
research you have done, workshops and courses you have taken, memberships in related organizations, etc.  Please 
include dates and locations, if applicable.

10. Although the program is designed to be completed within one year (Certificate program) or two years (Degree 
program), some students take longer to complete for a variety of reasons (ex: going to school part-time, lack of 
general education credits, family obligations, clinical training placement).  Please explain how you would feel if you 
were not able to complete the program in the designed time frame.  

11. Please give any other information about yourself that you think is relevant to your application.
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